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TEÏ{ BEST

A short course in automotive appreciation.

BY PETE LYONS

. Each of us in this investment-
conscious culture has had the
bitter experience of missing the
skyrocket<f selling an auto-
mobile, or deciding not to buy
one, just before its value u'ent
into orbit. But there are some
people who know how to play
this market. They choose their
investments so craftily that, if
they don't actually make mon-
ey. they can at least claim to
"drive for free" as their vehicles
appreciate in value.

So how do we learn the trick?
How can we determine which
of the cars now available at rea-
sonable prices will one day be
worth much more?

If preserved well enough
long enough, any old auto at all
will become valuable. Seal a

new Yugo in a balloon full of ni-
trogen and in the year 2086
somebody will want to pay real
money for it. Of course, the car
is useless in the meantime,
none of us will be around to
cash in at the end of the term,
and we can't be sure that our
heirs and assigns will keep pay-
ing the renl on the storage
vault. No, \{e've got to have
shorter sight.

Our assignment here, should
you choose to accePt its prem-
ise. is to select the ten most col-
lectible cars. lVe have assigned
ourselves narrow criteria: we'll
be looking only at cars manu-
factured in the past ten Years;
only at street-legal cars; only at
those regularly available in the
U.S. (sorry, no gray-market ma-

chinery); and only at less obvi-
ous choices (there's not much
point in listing the Ferraris,
Porsches, and similar cars that
everybody already recognizes,
because their prices are already
well along in their second-stage
burn).

Selection under these con-
straints is no simple task. In
terms of exciting cars, this has
been a rather dead decade
compared with, say, the heady
periods pre-pollution controls
and pre-petroleum embargo.
In the past ten years, the U.S.
has been pretty well preoccu-
pied with emissions and eco-
nomics, with downsizing and
DOT regulations. Of the nearly
100 million new automobiles
that rolled onto the streets of

this country during the last ten
years, few lit lasting fires.

Many recent offerings are
rendered even more tepid by
the fact that things are now
hotting up. The immediate fu-
ture holds much promise in the
fields of engines, chassis, and
aerodynamics, so most good
cars built in the early eighties
are simply going to be over-
shadowed by their successors.
Similarly, many cars of the late
seventies were but pale reflec-
tions of earlier examples of the
same models.

Still, we can distinguish a

handful of likely candidates for
apPreclatlon.

Rarity. of course. is a prime
point in collecting. It adds val-
ue, whether we're talking an-
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tioucs. art, or :lulos. The Iact

thlr Brrgetri made onh sir Ror'-

ales would make them attrac-
tive even if theY rveren't sPlen-

did in and of themselves.
C)onlersel,v, if Ferrari \4ere to
churn out trvo rnillion 'lèsta-

rossas, evervone might lvant
one, but lve rvouldn't exPect to

pav much lor them.
Also, if the collector can

tainlv be moved.
Another rhing to look at is a

car's historical stature. An or-
sanization called rhe l\lileslone
Ôar Societ. rccognizes firc cri-
teria: styling, engineering, Per-
formance. innovation, and
construction qualitv (thc mne-
monic is "SEPIC"). If a car

stands out in at least two of the

fir,e, it might be something
special.

'fhcn there's Pure Plzazz'
"sedans are historically not
bis-demand items." savs Chri:
Po"ole. editor of rhe bimonthlr'
magazine Colledrble AulornohiLe

(3841 rô'est Oakton Street,

Skokie, Ill. 60076; 312-
676-15'14). "HardtoP couPes,

two-seaters, and almost anv-

thing n'ith the namc Porsche,

Ferràri. Corvette' or Nlercedes-

Benz on it is going to be sousht
after. The factors that aPPlv to
make a car valuable when it's
nerv will also aPPlf in the

future."
A cautionary note, though, is

sounded b1' professional re-

storer Jack Bianchi (Bianchi
Motors, 435 East Halev Street,

Santa Barbara, Calif. 93101;
805-965-5261). "I know two

people who paid over $50,000
àoiece lor brand-new Por sche
g^30 Turbos ancl took rhem di-
rectlv {iom the showroom floor

But the
e up, and
ot rid of
000." so

sometimes an aPParent "sure
thing" doesn't Pan out, wheth-
er itt because of the lon' intrin-
sic worth of the car, Public re-

sistance to a susPected scam' or
just impatience on the Part o[
the collector.

Poole and Bianchi have
helped us n'ith our list of ten,

but the selection was b.v no
means unanimous. Neither
they nor we offer anv guaran-

tees. 'tbu are free to disagree
nith our choices çiust exercise

),our usual decorunr in the

rvording of
and go abo
ing busines
the final ve
Years. an\'tçay.

1981-82 De Lorean

The notorietl' factor is what
rve're thinking of here. Poole

calls the De l-orean "a medio-
cre car rçith an interesting his-

torl ." No, it's not a great car tn

its or.n riqhr. and ns. i1'5 not e

hot used item at the moment.
\ês, it took vears and deeP dis-

counts to get rid o[ the n'hole

8000-some production run'
But in decades to conrc. it

seems to us, owners are golng
to stand around their gull-rving
coupes on manicured countrv-
club lawns and saY, "Did You
evcr hear the tvhole back-
ground stor) on this car?"

We can bc reasonablv sure

that the item itself will last, as

plasti<' and stainless steel are

trr'o oIthe most durable malerl-
als in the n'orld. And Bianchi,
after crawling through a De

l-orean rvith rvrench in hand,

inal bare metal {inish rvill Prove
to have rnore historical value,

finperprints and all.

lg76-7A Jaguar X}I.ZC
This car, we sugsest, rvill one

day be coveted under the "thev
don't make 'em likc that any-

more" clause of Perceived val-

ue. -Ihe industrv is marching
an'ay from opulent, florid cars

rr irh big. elaborate engines.
And laguar's name in histon
is nàt 

-onlv salc bur hiehlr
respected.

Further. now that a modcrn,
four-valveJaguar stx is comlng
along, the comPan\"s hoar,v \''-
12 may eventuallY bc seen as a

monument. "It's such a smooth
cnsine. the tar jusr glides."
raùs Bianchi. The lact that it

onl,v delivers around onc mile

pcr gallon per <vlindcr is ulri-
metelr irrelerant lo a c'rllect,r'

dan. of coursc, and still are in
the XJ-S. But rr'e agree with
both ôur contributing advisers

that the gracefül, lorv-Produc-
tion C-màdel (ferver thar.r 700

units were sold in the U.S., ac-

lg7 6-7 9 Cadillac Seville

Cadillac is another name that
will be famous many vears tnto

the future, and onc with a num-
ber of models that should l.rold

thcir "oh, u'orul" value \\te've

speaks highlv of the car's con-

siruction. "It's honest and

straightlorrr'ard. a genrritte
hand-built car. It's a car that an

owner can u'ork on himself."
'fhere alreadt' exists an ener-
getic e

ing kn
qri

been
now, but it's likelY that the orig-
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TEN BEST COLLECTIBLES
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chosen a rcprcscntativc that
rlight seern a little out of the or-
dinan. though-I'he late-seventies Se villc
\\'2rs lhe first of the reasonirbir
sizcd Caddrs. Poole thinks olit
2rs "sort oi'a lattcr-dar La Sallc,
sor ( oI a tlial balloon (ôr t]re di-
vision. A l<it olpeople called it
just a trickcd-up Nova xhen it
c:irne out. and it had basicallr
an ()ldsmobile cnginc. Ilut it
turned out to be a likable car Iôr
itseli." 'Ihc Scville lr'as indeed
likable; in iâct, it l.as the onlr
Cadillac in decades that ap-
pealed to actual driving cnthu-
siasts. (lar artrl Drilct uent so {àr
as to trcat one to a thorough
grand-touring upgrade.

"It's strll a practic:rl car to
dri'le," sar s Poole, "irnd the r al-
ues are still reasonable. around

$6000 to $7000. It's still morc
o1 a usecl c2rr than a collcctiblc. I
likc it. It's a linger. But star
arrar fi'orn thc cliesels."

1976-79 Volkswagen
Beetle Convertible

'l'hc \'\\' Bcctlc, Aclolf Hit-
lcr's rnor c to bring transport to
das I'olk, everrtuallv enjoled the
largest produCtion run-rrore
than tr\entv milliorr-in auto-
lnoti\c histon. It thclclorc is

hald to imirgine that one da\
tl'rc outdated. slol . r'roisr. ill-
handling, rrgh little Bug l'ill be
I:rre and.,rught :r[ier. But in its
der there \\cre e\en tttorics
about the contraption, and to-
dal it is alreaclr a genuine cult
car. Screrel clubs. cornpanies.
rneet-s, and rnagazines are de-
roted to it.

The erident clueen ol the
lleet, the uglicst and least prac-
tical of the lot. is the con\ertiblc
nrodel. sold in the Lr.S. until
1979. Olners alreadt revcrc
their ragtop Bugs, trcat thcm t<>

heated garages and cllstorn-
lltted covers, exchange their
manuels. and cnter thcnt irrto
shows. as others do lith NIG
'I'Ds and Edsels.

\Iavbe the Bug rras such :r

part of so rlan\ lires that nos-
talgia is uhat makes it collect-
ible. NIalbc, for some people,
the Bug offers man\ ol the
same elements that make mod-
ern rock music popular \\rhcr
can explain anv of this? \\'ho

nceds to? Junrp on tl-rc band-
\\'ag.on. One thir-re is lor sure:
grlls ere:tltr;trs. ,t/ittt' grrinq l.
u ant a ridc in a conr ertible.

1976 Chevrolet
Cosworth Vega

()ne of' those noblc cf}ôrts
that siant auton)akcrs mount
ltom timc to time to bleak
thernselves out o1 thc stultifi-
ine technological rrrainstream,
this facton-rnade h<>t rod-likc
nlo§t-i|as a ne at idea that
didn't uork out. It uas hartcli-
cappcd li'onr the start bl being
a Vega, one ol the least loved
lnrelicerr cars oI alI tirnc.
Righth or xronslr, the Ycga's
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' ..//2i /l/ /,i.t

cngrnc.set lhe puhlic peri.ep_
tron oI linerlcss a]trminrrm crll_
inder blocks back der ades. And
the Cosrvorth vcrsion was hard_
er to drive then the stanclard
rnodel, bcing anrrorirrglr gut-
less at lou rpnr.

the Cosrtorth |ega rras
Iaunchcd in rhe sprinu"ol I975. Ë

vou pretty much had to buv a
Ford fbr Indv or Fl to cali it
vour otvn. \4'e're talking builr
in historical significance here.'fhe Cosn.orth \êea nas a
keen cal to drire rrhen it came
out, and not [lanv came out. s()
its original oun.i. recogrrized
rvhat they had. At leasr one
owner of our actluaintance took
care to buv a second set ofbodv
decals u'hcn rher rvere still
arailablc lrom ç1',.rrolet. just
to simplifl' the restoratiori he
knerv he ivould one day carn,
out. (No, he hasn't begun thé
proJect yet. In {àcr, the car is off
the load right norr.. lr ing a Iirrlc
neglcclcd. \o. rr.e aren'I relling
vou n'here.)

aerodvnamic in the future. For
our tastes rhe N{ustang, though
not vet a particularly great car,

shorvcases Ford's ."r,r"l,.â
commltntenI t
\fe can easil,u'
talking about

pcriod. So rve suguest the same
basic \'-x errgineiÀsralled in rhe
Wl 16 sedan from lg77 to
1979. (Several lg79 models
rvere also sold during the l9g0
model vear.)

AI
dans
ible.s
its fa
imported. Also, sedans that
think they are sports cars often
attracr lbllowings, and Stutt_
sart's hod rod is in some re-
spects the most outrageous
thing that ever burned up an
autobahn.
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1984-86 Ford
Mustang SVO

Here is lbNloCo's expres_
sion, a decade later, of èN{,s
Cosr.r'orth Vega idea. 'fhe fivc_
litcr pushrod \r-8 makes a bet-
ter eleryday lnoyer, a1d s,me-
thing like 90 percent of NIus-
tang buvers
the 2.3-liter
intercooled
a certain tingle that we suspect

.On tlre other hand, car peo_
ple u,ith memories làne
enough to make them knowl_
edgeable about this whole ap-
preciating-car quesrion lvill rè_

Europeans
glv at the
rute porver.
r taste and

1976-86 Morgan Plus 8
Not because it has a \r-8, and

nothing to do with rrrnning it
on propane, but because it's
cute. A Morgan is lirine nosral_
gia the dav it rrundles c,ff rhe as-
semblv line.

To some eves. a \lorgan is
too old-fashioned to be taken
seriously. Ther see orrly irs çu-
rrous, not [o sa on_
catenalion ol o
u'ith a feu,moo lTil
rnaking do in a sports car that
would not have surprised spec_
tators at old Brooklands. Be_
cause Morgans roll down the
same slreels as. sa\', Toy()ta
MR2s. ir's all r<-,o easy ro see
uhat they lack in terms ol tech-
nology. Bur time mav blur this
disparitl,.

T'he Plus
charm tbat

8 has a vintage
appeals right now

)

450SEL 6.9
Our first notion was to in_

clrrdc rhe grand old 600'.gross_
er'" Mercedes, but it wâs not
sold here during our sripulared
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ancl that is ccrtain to appeal
cvcn r))orc in the luture. Ilvou
don't rçant rours, bling it over
to our horrsc.

1976 Cadillac
Eldorado Convertible
'lhis magazine tested Cladil-

Iat's rnarnmoth ragtop rvhen it
\\ us lle\\ (August 1976). \\'c
pr cdit red it r'ould "lcer c its
rn:rt-k on historv as one of the
fincs( conyert-ibles e'"'er Lruilt."
and n'e still fcci that u.ar.

Contran to conten)porarv
publicitr. this Elcio didn't tur-n
out to be thc last-clcr opcn-top
Caddi-but le clo leel confi-
rlcrtt tlret therc uill rrerer agairr
be one as big And uhat a land
racht it is: this 18.6-[<)ot b().rt
lidcs on a 126.3-inch uheel-
base and carrics six uith plentv
olclbowroom lirl all. The Eldti
con\ ertible's 5200-porrnd c urb

rveight is hauled around bv arr
enginc rvith 500 cubic inchcs of
piston displaccmcnt. 'l-his is

pr e, iselr tlrc sort oI su ccpirrg
snbstance that people are go-
ing to ooh and ah ovcr for gcn-
cratlons [o come

But it isn't the L,ldo's stvle
alone that makes it a collector's
itemlit's also a landmark exam-
ple of mid-centun Detroit
techno-fènor. There are ser-
vos for cvcrvthing, including
the radio. In 1976 rçe called this
car "the most aul-ornatic con-
vertible ever created br man,"
and noted that "it is rvorth
monc): to r'r'itness tl-re incrediblv
elaborate top in action." 'li--n

vears later, \ve can stand bv
borlr ol thosc sletcrncrrts.

\\'e're not dealing u ith a

drirer's car here, but as a focus
«r[ future awe. this Caddv is a
keepcr.

t98O-Sl Triumph
TRS Convertible

From one point ol'rielv, vir-
tually all British-built sports
cars should be valuable far
dorvn the road-providing thev
survivc the trip-if onl-v be-
cause the,v represent a \'anished
era. An appealing example that
lasted into our elicibrlitr \r'in-
dou is the Triumph TR8. lb
orlr rvav of thinking, the conr-
paratiYelY rare, cornparatively
excellent \'-8-pou ered TR rvill
one dal har"e the large Iôllorv-
ing it lailed to attract \^ hen ne$'.

In our road test of August
1980, we found that the TR8
had reasonabll, stirring pcrlbr-
mancc (0 to 60 in 8.1 seconds,
ll7-mph top speed), rvell-bal-
anced handling, plcnty ofboot-
the-tail-out torque, decent ride
qualiti, and good cockpit corr-

fort. \!'e thought the open-top
edition of the final Triumph
looked pretty nice, too.

Pcrhaps most o{ all u,e liked
the TRIJ's 148-hhp. fuel-injer t-
ed, aluminum-block, 3.5-liter
n)ori\ator. Talk about histolr
to talk rbotrl . Here is an origi-
nal GN{ (Buick-Olds-Rrntiac)
dcsign that u-ent unappreciated
at home until it was sold to En-
gland, after rvhich its creators
tried (unsuccessfullv) to bul it
back. Here is a stock block that
not onlv powered numerous
r-ace cars (think Pcnske,
\'Icl-arer.r, Scarab) but actuallv
turned into a Folmula I
engine-a successful, \\brld
Championship-u'innin g For-
mrrla I engine (.fack Brabham,
1966; Dennl Hulme, 1967)
Nou', if you can't drarv a crottd
with :r tale like that at Pebble
Beach in the 1,ear 2026 . . . o
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